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READY !       GOLF !

The Official Thistle Golfers Newsletter – Issue No.1

Welcome to the first of what is planned to be a series of regular newsletters bring you all the latest info, plans etc on Thistle.   As you’ll see, I’ve called this publication Ready! Golf! in homage to certain other in-house magazines where the use of exclamation marks in the title makes what would be a dull series of unrelated lies topics into a vibrant and exciting read.   But first………….

Public Apology

On the evening of 17th May, I was talking to Mike Byers and remarking on how Thistle was exceptional in that for 15 years, the same group of individuals got together simply because they enjoyed each other’s company, the golf being secondary.   On the morning of the 18th, I forgot this simple fact and lost both my cool and sense of humour.   I would therefore wish to offer an unreserved and most sincere apology to Messrs Byers, Kelly and McGregor for my actions.   I can assure you of two things: This is a genuine apology and hopefully will be the last piece of non-nonsense I have to write.

Thistle 2002 Results

For any who did not get a copy of the results from Del here they are again 

COMPETITOR
HANDICAP
1ST 

ROUND
2ND 

ROUND
COMBINED
OVERALL POSITION

STUART GALLON
9
38
37
75
1st

JOHN KELLY
24
29
37
66
2nd

GRAHAM MCDONALD
10
39
27
66
3rd

DEREK WILSON
10
32
33
65
4th

ALAN BURNETT
4
33
30
63
5th

DEREK NEILL
22
34
28
62
6th

ALAN HEWITSON
20
32
29
61
7th

BILL LINDSAY
20
32
27
59
8th

JOHN MCGREGOR
24
25
33
58
9th

LEX MARTIN
24
36
22
58
10th

GRAHAM STEVENSON
12
31
26
57
11th

ALAN BREMNER
22
29
26
55
12th

MIKE BYERS
28
23
31
54
13th

GEOFF SUTHERLAND
28
22
22
44
14th

DAVID BULLIMORE
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

ANDY PETTIGREW
Scratched
Scratched
Scratched
Scratched
Scratched

FRIDAY TRI-AM
Winners
Total Score

GRAHAM MCDONALD , DEREK NEILL, ALAN HEWITSON
130

Runners up


JOHN KELLY, LEX MARTIN, DEREK WILSON
131

SATURDAY TEXAS SCRAMBLE

Winners
Total Score

MIKE BYERS, GRAHAM MCDONALD, JOHN KELLY, DEREK WILSON
58.4

Runners up


ALAN BURNETT, ALAN HEWITSON, GEOFF SUTHERLAND
62.8

NEAREST THE PIN 1ST ROUND 
ALAN BURNETT
NEAREST THE PIN 2ND ROUND
STUART GALLON

LONGEST DRIVE COMPETITION
GRAHAM MCDONALD
Congratulations to Stoozie and winning yet another Jacket and to Jake for pushing “Why am I called Baldy” into third.   Commiserations to Jeffers, whose clean club strategy ultimately failed but the brasso will come in handy for next year in making the Hugh Jarse quaich as shiny as Stuart’s balls.   Thanks are due to David for making the trip up on Friday and good news Andy, we’ve found out that you can hire a buggy for a tenner (or a squeaky one with a ZZAP plate for £12), so no more excuses.   Also worthy of note is ex-champion and failed Hon Sec designate Bill Lindsay, whose magnificent score off a 20 handicap suggest that it may be time to hang up the black mask and play off less than 28.

Special prizes were awarded to those who did not win anything, and David Bullimore’s appearance prize (that is a prize for appearing, not for his “medium” build) was also given.

Finally thanks to Del for organising the whole kaboom, getting the weather pretty spot-on and well done on your elevation back up to the top half of the field.   An excellent two year stint.   The Millennium Dome is now available for redevelopment and comprises a large vacant space, covered by a white, smooth casing.   Any offers should be sent to Burnett, Burnett & Burnett WS.

Thistle 2002 Highs and Lows

In a closely fought election, the ever popular vest-clad Bill “Semmit” Lindsay was narrowly beaten by Lex “Luggy” Martin despite some blatant electioneering by WTL throughout the course of the Friday round.   Surprise candidates included Mike “Monster” Byers and Dusty Bin whose support was, at best, non-existent.   After the election Luggy said something which nobody understood.

Bill was returned once more as Chairman and the man known in the city as “The Grocer”, John BB McGregor, was surprisingly ousted by Alan “I wish I’d kept my mouth shut” Burnett as Merchandising Officer in a well-planned boredroom coup.   Future merchandise is expected to include the ‘Thistle’ House selling guide, the ‘Thistle’ anti-flatulence cork and the ever popular ‘Thistle’ blanket, ideal as a disguise against unwanted photgraphs.

The Ben Mhor, surprised us all by the quality of the showers, and it would be fair to say that the warmth of the welcome matched the warmth of the water.   In having to find entertainment outwith the Hotel, and in the absence of the BWFHT in the pub opposite, a group quite literally stumbled across The Thistle Bar and Tyree House Hotel.   At an EGM on the Sunday, the Tyree House was unanimously selected from a short list of one for the Hotel of the Year 2003.   It is understood that this hotel comes recommended by the winner of the June 2002 Golf competition, as announced in April. 

Thistle 2003

Put it in your diaries NOW.   Date - 16th –18th May 2003.   Venue - Grantown on Spey.   Hotel – Tyree House Hotel Twin Rooms, sharing.   Thursday 15th May 2003 Pathfinder Party – spaces still available !

Full details to follow in 2003 on tee off times, menus etc.  However, can I ask for an indication of how many would be interested in a minibus from Glasgow, to see if this can be arranged.  

Other News

Some of you may be unsure regarding the above logo.   As Thistle grows old gracefully, I feel that the adoption of an appropriate motto should be considered at next year’s AGM.   The motto shown is one which I feel encapsulates the spirit of Thistle and is pronounced Eeg-nos-ski Mee-Hee, Kak-arry Ness-ess Est (Bully can advise if this is wrong).   The translation is that well known Thistle adieu at breakfast, “Excuse me, I have to go for a dump”.

Also planned for 2003 is the great Thistle weigh-in.   In ordered to give both golfers and non-golfers alike a chance to win a fabulous prize, it has been suggested that we have a competition to guess the combined weight of the Thistle Golfers.   With an overall expected weight of over one and a half tons this could be the spur for you to try to shed those unwanted hundredweights before a public humiliation.

It’s intended to have the Website re-designed and give it a wider appeal to all.   If you’d like to write, or if you have any suggestions, please send them in to the.thistle.golfers@ukonline.co.uk.   If you don’t have access to the internet, just send them to me but what’s the point if you can’t see the thing ?

With kind regards

Your new Hon Sec

Luggy







