GEOFF SUTHERLAND

Just one of the many great memories of Stuart
He had recently joined Inspection and was to come out with me to Bridge of Allan. We had just arrived and found the corner of a desk and a broken chair that we could share. In his usual way Stuart tried to build up a rapport with the filing clerkess. Unfortunately, his first words to her were 'are you German ?' Needless to say she was lost for a reply. Stuart had seen on her desk the local Stirling Observer which at that time printed its masthead in the German gothic style and he had thought that it was a German newspaper.

For lunch we crossed the road to a local hotel. Stuart (always up for something different) ordered the Gazpacho soup. He tasted it and quickly beckoned the waiter. 'Excuse me waiter, this soup is cold'.

Waiter - 'I know sir, it's Gazpacho'.

Stuart - 'I know what it is, but it's still cold'.

Waiter - 'Would sir like something else’?

Stuart - 'No, just give it a couple of minutes in the microwave and it'll be fine'.

Waiter - 'As sir wishes'.

Later, looking at the menu for wir puddin' (not that we could afford it on the £1.34 lunch allowance), Stuart noticed Gazpacho Soup and underneath 'served chilled'.

We didn't stay for pudding.
